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; 3 Introduced Species
ntroduced, non-native, exotic, and non-indigenous are all words used to

I describe species that humans have introduced outside of the species’
normal range. The Nile perch is an introduced species that was placed
deliberately into Lake Victoria. In other cases, the introduction of a new
species into a new environment is accidental. Consider the case of the zebra
mussel, which is named for the black and white stripes found on its shell.
It was accidentally introduced into the United States in the 1980s and it
is now estimated to cause up to $5 billion dollars of damage each year!

CHALLENGE > What effect can an introduced species have on an environment?
What, if anything, should be done to control introduced species?

MATERIALS

@Y., | Fortheclass
e.@oe

books, magazines, CD-ROMs, Internet access, etc.

€ | For each student
1 Student Sheet 73.1, “Introduced Species Research”
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Activity 73 - Introduced Species

PROCEDURE

1. Read about the introduced species described on the following pages.
As directed by your teacher, decide which one species your group will
research.

2. Over the next few days or weeks, find information on this species from
books, magazines, CD-ROMs, the Internet, and/or interviews. You can
N ,., also go to the Issues and Life Science page of the SEPUP website to link to
= sites with more information on species mentioned in this activity.

3. Use this information to complete Student Sheet 73.1, “Introduced Spe-
cies Research.” You should provide the following:

common and scientific name of your species

its native and current range; its relationship to and effect on people
its effect on new ecosystem(s)

its place in a foodweb

the reasons for its success

issues related to its future growth or spread.

Later in this unit, you will use your research to create a class presentation.

EXTENSION

Visit a local greenhouse or botanical garden. Look at the labels of orna-
mental plants used in landscaping. Where did these plants originally come
from? Is the introduction of these species considered to be good or bad?

E-10



. ity 73
Introduced Species * Activity

te!
to attend the Camford

Board Presentation o
Problem anq possible

S intereste residents
Mosquito Abatement

the tiger mosquito
solutions,

E-11



E-12

Activity 7
3.
Introduced Species

Ecologists from City University ar® con-

sidering teaming with local hunters in 2
surprise move 10 reduce the popu\ation

Ecologist Charlie Desmond told Teport-
ers that putria are pative 10 gouth Amer-

Nutria Hunting on St

ate Marshes?

ica. They were brought 10 North America
for their fur- When they escaped into the
wild, their popu\aﬁon exp\oded. “If we
don’t act s001- we could 10s€ our marsh-
lands in just @ few years,” he cautioned-
Duck hunters. bird watchers, sport fish-
ers, and hikers ar¢ pressur'mg the state
Jegislature to come Up with 2 solution.
Nutria hunting is one option being seri-
ously exploted.
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dscape Beauty 1s Taking Over

What is the link between landscaping strife (Lythrum salicaria), whose magenta
your yard and the recent reports that Jocal flowers are admired by gardeners, is the
marsh species are declining? Purple loose- weed to blame. It was introduced from
Europe as @ medicinal herb in the early
1800s and is otill sold today as @ landscap-
ing plant. According to the Fish and Wild-
life Service ecologist J ohanna Brown, “It
totally takes over an area, crowding out
native species. 1t’s really devastating for
fragile marsh ecosystems.” Brian Van
Horn, a teacher at Middleton Junior High,
is also concerned. “It’s a tough plant t0
get rid of and killing it can damage the
marshes even more.” A meeting at Mid-
dleton Junior High will be held to discuss
this issue.
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Brown Snake Problem Bites Guam

Guam, a tiny, tropical island, is a U.S. unique island species disappear forever.
territory with a problem. People have Dr. Sheila Dutt, a researcher with Eco-
been bitten. Bird, bat, and lizard popu- Save International, said, “As well as
lations have declined. The culprit? The helping with snake control on Guam, We
brown tree snake (Boiga irre gularis) are desperate 10 prevent this snake from
from New Guinea. hitching a ride in air cargo. I don’t even

want to think of the effect this snake could
have in other parts of the United States.”

After baby Oscar Gonzalez was bit-
ten by a brown tree snake, local people
were spurred to action. “Most of us
know about them. Those snakes climb
the power poles and short out electric-
ity on the island several times & week,”
Nicki DeLeon, a long-time resident of
Guam, told reporters. “Back in the 1960s . States
and even the 1970s, the jungle was full :
of birds singing. We used to see bats and
little lizards running around. They’re not
so easy to find now.”

Scientists are working to find ways to
control the snake before the last of the






